
Elizabethton High School 

English 1 Honors 

Summer Reading 

 

Required texts: 

Night by Elie Wiesel (book) 

“Born in the town of Sighet, Transylvania, Elie Wiesel was a teenager when he and his family 

were taken from their home in 1944 to the Auschwitz concentration camp, and then to 

Buchenwald. Night is the terrifying record of Elie Wiesel’s memories of the death of his family, 

the death of his own innocence, and his despair as a deeply observant Jew confronting the 

absolute evil of man.” (Hill and Wang) 

 

“This Way for the Gas, Ladies and Gentlemen” by Tadeusz Borowski (short story) 

“Tadeusz Borowski’s concentration camp stories were based on his own experiences surviving 

Auschwitz and Dachau. In spare, brutal prose he describes a world where where the will to 

survive overrides compassion and prisoners eat, work and sleep a few yards from where others 

are murdered; where the difference between human beings is reduced to a second bowl of soup, 

an extra blanket or the luxury of a pair of shoes with thick soles; and where the line between 

normality and abnormality vanishes. Published in Poland after the Second World War, these 

stories constitute a masterwork of world literature.” (Penguin Random House) 

 

Assignment: 

Choose ONE of the following prompts and answer in a well-written essay. Be sure to thoroughly 

answer all parts of the prompt. Explain/Expand/Elaborate as necessary. Use the texts to support 

your answers. Do your best personal work. 

1. There are many varying accounts of life in the concentration camps from Holocaust 

survivors. In a well-written essay, compare and contrast the experiences of Eliezer in 

Night and the narrator in “This Way for the Gas, Ladies and Gentlemen.” 

 

 

2. Dehumanization is the process by which the Nazis gradually reduced the Jews to little 

more than “things” which were a nuisance to them. Explain at least 2 specific examples 

from Night and “This Way for the Gas, Ladies and Gentlemen” of events which  

dehumanized Eliezer, the narrator, or their fellow Jews. Then, analyze how each event 

changed their attitude, outlook, and identity. 


